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who ties tali round the neck of a girl who is unconscious under the
influence of a drug is treated as the girl's husband. In another,
the perpetrator of rape on a woman is forcibly married to the victim.
In a film of a well known woman producer and director, the woman
begs her husband to break the tali round her neck. The woman
therein does not have the initiative or courage to remove it herself.
Our aim and object should be to encourage the rebellious attitude
on the part of the women. The story of another film ends with the
wife, whose character was earlier suspected by her husband, falling
on the feet of such a husband. The story of a popular picture is
desertion by a mother of her son who has stood by her in her life
of turmoil, to surrender herself to her husband who has ill-treated
her earlier and killed her daughter. In Mogudu Kavali (Wanted, a
Husband), the husband proclaims his sovereign powers over his wife
and talks of licence granted by God to kick her, and proves it by
beating her.

Films without scenes of half-naked women, sexy dances and
rape are scarce. The directors are treating a woman as a sex symbol.
They assess her spirit of tolerance by the degree of her submis-
siveness to her husband. The greater the tears she sheds, the
greater is the income of the producers.

The reasons for this miserable portrayal of woman characters
are many. Orthodoxy, traditionalism, despicable attitude towards
women, fear on the part of the directors that they will incur loss
if rebellious stance of woman is given a place in the film, selfishness,
lack of artistic taste among the audience and, lastly, Government's
indifference, all, contribute to this obnoxipus situation.

What is to be done to remedy the situation? Subsidies have
to be given to producers of films which go to enhance the prestige
and status of women. Reformists and artists have to strive for
developing good artistic taste among the audience. Enlightened
women have to organise themselves and muster public opinion
against bad films. They have to take up a campaign for their boycott
of such rotten films. Propaganda has to be launched to condemn
such producers, directors and the actors, in this big task the
technicians, film viewers, cinema journals, Government and the
Censor Board have to play their roles and do their duty. The cinema
newspapers have to criticise without fear or favour. It is just not
enough for women to become conscious about the wrongs done to
them. They must fight back with organised strength and in a spirit
of revolt.